
 
 Camden Rockport Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways Committee  

Minutes  
December 7, 2016 – Rockport Town Office 

7:00 pm  
Present:  
Geoff Scott –Camden 
Mac Thomas –Camden 
Leni Gronros (minutes) – Rockport 
Owen Casas – Rockport Liaison 
Robert Davis –Camden 
Helen Shaw – Rockport 
Richard Stetson – Camden 
Anita Brosius-Scott – Camden 
Lynda Clancy –Rockport 
James Francomano – Rockport Development Director 
Andrew Stancioff - Rockport 
  
Absent: 
Don White – Camden Select Board Liaison 
Don Titus – Rockport 
 
 
Guests:  
True Francomano 
 
November Minutes: 
The minutes were accepted as written. 
 
New Members: 
Maggie Timmerman needs to be re-contacted and re-invited.   
 
Route 1 by Maritime Farms: 
Reviewed the MDOT budget for the project and Jamie’s memo to the towns.  Reviewed 
schedule/timing for the funds, both on MDOT and matching funds needed from towns.  MDOT 
is looking for a commitment from the towns by January so that it would save additional design 
and engineering costs.  Will need confirmation to proceed on the project from the Camden Town 
Manager. Geoff will look into options for how to move such a memo forward, including whether 
Camden Select Board needs to discuss on December 20th.   
 
There was discussion on how to proceed with the budgets from each town.  Anita proposed 
getting companies to sponsor parts of the sidewalk. She suggested this could be under Karen 
Brace’s area of responsibility.  Robert agreed.  Jamie volunteered to assist.  Aim for a goal of 
$52k. Geoff to confirm with Don on process to move this idea forward. 
 
Jamie suggest we commit to send our reserves from Rockport for this project approximately 
$18K plus $5K from annual reserve fund.  He will write a memo to Rockport SB saying 
Pathways will commit all but one-thousand dollars of the reserves, which combined with 
existing funds set aside for the project will achieve the first half matching payment of $25,213 
for the project. Camden does not have any reserve funds for this project.  Owen suggested we 
ask Rockport to budget the second half of the needed funds between two budget years in Capital 
Improvements. We have two years to reach the second half expense at the earliest, maybe July 
2018. 
 



Geoff is to meet with Don White, John French, Jim Heard, and talk with Camden Town 
Manager to explore whether TIF or any reserve funds might be available.  
 
Riverwalk: 
John Titus did a nice job pulling up the Japanese Knot week and then grading that area to make 
it more mowable.  Thanks John!  Nearby construction is encroaching on the path and Geoff has 
spoken Rick Seibel, Public Works, who will speak to them.   
 
The RTP-MDOT grant Pathways applied for was for about $30k but we didn’t get it.  They 
indicated that they’d rather supply a grant of $50k because they’d like us to hire a professional 
trail builder due to the complexity of the project. The town needs to supply about an additional 
$5K in funds to reach the 23% match required for the grant.  Camden has committed to coming 
up with those funds.  Award will probably be announced in March, and we have 2 years from 
then to use the funds.  Most likely the project will be scheduled for Fall 2017. 
 
Rt 90/West Street 
Lynda met with Marita Wheaton on Sunday.  Marita was opposed to the first multi-use pathway 
proposed for Rt90 many years ago.  She is very against a pathway now here or anywhere, 
anytime. Her concerns:  

• wants to know who decides on paths 
• who will use, will anyone? 
• have we done a traffic study. 
• One day between 7:20-7:43 she counted 323 cars. Emergency vehicles go by. Mail 

delivery van. A path next to Rte 90 is dangerous. There are too many cars.  
• Winter winds drift snow across the road which would make it difficult for cyclists and 

walkers 
• HS enrollment is dropping, population is dropping. Who has done a study of the 

changing demographics? 
• It costs too much. 

 
It was suggested we could use Donna Lermond’s property to bypass Marita’s land. Geoff suggested 
a public info meeting to get things started, give people a chance to express their opinions and search 
for possible solutions.  
 
Rt 105 sidewalk extension: 
MDOT hasn’t received the needed responses/feedback from landowners to an inquiry form they sent 
out, twice. Anita is sending out letters and will ask committee members to contact others.  It seems 
the project cannot continue until all the responses are received. 
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 


